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were. And this imperfect information, together with
the want of a direct call to any specific duty, might
have, in some degree, occasioned that remissness
which rendered even the imperfect powers originally
given by the act of 1773 the less efficient. This de-
fect was in a great measure remedied by a subse-
quent act; but that act was not passed until the year
1780.
Your Committee find that during the Disorders

increased

whole period which elapsed from 1773 to since nta.
the commencement of 1782 disorders and abuses
of every kind multiplied. Wars contrary to policy
and contrary to public faith were carrying on in
various parts of India, The allies, dependants, and
subjects of the Company were everywhere oppressed; *
dissensions in the Supreme Council prevailed, and
continued for the greater part of that time ; the con-
tests between the civil and judicial powers threatened
that issue to which they came at last, an armed resist-
ance to the authority of the king's court of justice;
the orders which by an act of Parliament the ser-
vants were bound to obey were avowedly and on
principle contemned; until at length the fatal effects
of accumulated misdemeanors abroad and neglects at
home broke out in the alarming manner which your
Committee have so fully reported to this House.f

In all this time the true state of the sev-
eral Presidencies, and the real conduct of
the British government towards the natives, Parliam*nt
was not at all known to Parliament: it seems to
have been very imperfectly known even to ministers.
Indeed, it required an unbroken attention, and much

* Vide Secret Committee Reports,
t Vide Select Committee Reports, 1781